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Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 1
Genocide (adopted 9 December 1948, entered into force 12 January
.1951), 78 UNTS 277

Raphael Lemkin, Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: Laws of Occupation, 2
Analysis of Government, Proposals for Redress (1944), Chapter IX. 3
Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
of War, 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 287. 4 Speech by Mahmoud Abbas on
Palestine TV, 18 November 2023,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uRGx02vULg; translated by
WAFA: “President Abbas urges Biden to stop Israel’s ongoing genocide of
Palestinians”, WAFA (18 November 2023),
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/139394. 5 United Nations Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (‘UN OHCHR’), Gaza: UN
experts decry bombing of hospitals and schools as crimes against
humanity, call for prevention of genocide (19 October 2023)
https://www.ohchr.org/ en/press-releases/2023/10/gaza-un-experts-
decry-bombing-hospitals-and-schools-crimes-against-humanity. 6 UN
OHCHR, Gaza: UN experts call on international community to prevent
genocide against the Palestinian people (16 November 2023),
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/11/gaza-un-experts-
call-in.... 7 UN OHCHR, Gaza Strip: States are obliged to prevent crimes
against humanity and genocide, UN Committee stresses (21 December
2023), https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/12/gaza-strip-
states-are-o.... Under CERD’s Early Warning and Urgent Action (‘EWUA’)
procedure, CERD has extensive expertise in compiling indicators relevant
to the prevention of genocide; in 2015 it issued a Declaration on the
Prevention of Genocide which recalled this work in its preamble: see



CERD, Declaration on the Prevention of Genocide (CRD/C/66/1) (17
October 2005),
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/HRBodies/CERD/
decla... (emphasis added)

Application of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 8
the Crime of Genocide (The Gambia v. Myanmar), Provisional Measures,
Order of 23 January 2020, I.C.J. Reports 2020, p. 14, para. 30 (hereafter
‘The Gambia v. Myanmar, Provisional Measures, Order of 23 January
2020’). 9 “Algeria, Turkiye discuss need for accountability over Gaza
‘genocide’”’, Middle East Monitor (21 November 2023),
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20231121-algeria-president-
tebboune-t.... The People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria acceded to
the Genocide Convention on 31 October 1963

Luis Alberto Arce Catacora (Lucho Arce), Presidente Constitucional 10
del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia, @LuchoXBolivia, Tweet (2:43 am,
November 16, 2023),
https://twitter.com/LuchoXBolivia/status/1724981446001967283. The
Plurinational State of Bolivia signed the Genocide Convention on 11
December 1948 and ratified it on 14 June 2005. 11 “President Lula says
war in the Middle East is genocide”, AgenciaBrazil (25 October 2023),
https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/en/politica/noticia/2023-10/president-
.... The Federative Republic of Brazil signed the Genocide Convention on
11 December 1948 and ratified it on 15 April 1952. 12 Gustavo Petro,
Presidente de la Republica de Colombia, @petrogustavo, Tweet (4:00
am, November 1, 2023)
https://twitter.com/petrogustavo/status/1719565081371935150. The
Republic of Colombia signed the Genocide Convention on 12 August
1949 and ratified it 27 October 1959. 13 Ed Newman, “Diaz-Canel says
Cuba will not accept ignoring genocide against Palestinians”, Radio
Havana Cuba (29 October 2023),
https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/nacionales/337800-diaz-canel-says-
Ccu.... The Republic of Cuba signed the Genocide Convention on 28
December 1949 and ratified it on 4 March 1953. 14 “Iranian president
condemns Gaza ‘genocide’ in meeting with Putin”, NBC News (7
December 2023), https://www.nbcnews.com/video/iranian-president-
condemns-gaza-genocide-.... The Islamic Republic of Iran signed the
Genocide Convention on 8 December 1949 and ratified it on 14 August



1956. 15 Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President of Turkiye and AK Party
Chairman, @RTErdogan, Tweet, (4:30 pm, 18 October 2023),
https://twitter.com/RTErdogan/status/1714665167978369531. The
Republic of Tiirkiye acceded to the Genocide Convention on 31 July
1950. 16 Nicolas Maduro, Presidente de la Republica Bolivariana de
Venezuela, @NicolasMaduro, Tweet (7:40 pm, November 4, 2023)
https://twitter.com/NicolasMaduro/status/1720888719568191585. The
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela acceded to the Genocide Convention
on 12 July 1960. 17 “President Abbas urges Biden to stop Israel’s
ongoing genocide of Palestinians”, WAFA (18 November 2023),
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/139394. The State of Palestine
acceded to the Genocide Convention on 2 April 2014. 18 UN, Meetings
Coverage and Press Releases, Seventy-Eighth Session, 39th and 40th
Meetings, GA/12566, Staggering Loss of Life in Gaza, Follow-on to
Temporary Truce Dominate General Assembly Debate on Decades-Long
Question of Palestine, GA/12566 (28 November 2023),
https://press.un.org/en/2023/ga12566.doc.htm. The People’s Republic
of Bangladesh acceded to the Genocide Convention on 5 October 1998.
19 UN News, UN General Assembly adopts Gaza resolution calling for
immediate and sustained ‘humanitarian truce’ (26 October 2023),
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/10/1142847. The Arab Republic of
Egypt signed the Genocide Convention on 12 December 1948 and
ratified the Convention on 8 February 1952. 20 “Live updates | Israel
rebuffs US push for humanitarian pause, says hostages must be released
first”, Associated Press (3 November 2023),
https://web.archive.org/web/20231117082155/https://thehill.com/
homenews/ap/ap-international/ap-live-updates-israeli-troops-tighten-
encirclement-of-gaza-city-as-top-us-diplomat-arrivesin-israel/. The
Republic of Honduras signed the Genocide Convention on 22 April 1949
and ratified the Convention on 5 March 1952. 21 “Israel subjects
Palestinians ‘to genocide,’ says Sudani”, Rudaw (6 November 2023),
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/06112023. The Republic of
Iraq acceded to the Genocide Convention on 20 January 1959. 22
“Jordan’s foreign minister says Israel aiming ‘to empty Gaza of its
people’”, AlJazeera (10 December 2023),
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/10/jordan-foreign-minister-
says-.... The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan acceded to the Genocide



Convention on 3 April 1950. 23 UN, Meetings Coverage and Press
Releases, 9451st Meeting, SC/15462, Amid Increasingly Dire
Humanitarian Situation in Gaza, Secretary-General Tells Security Council
Hamas Attacks Cannot Justify Collective Punishment of Palestinian
People (24 October 2023),
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15462.doc.htm. The State of Libya
acceded to the Genocide Convention on 16 May 1989. 24 Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Malaysia, Malaysia Acknowledges Breakthrough in the
United Nations Security Council on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (17
November 2023), https://www.kIn.gov.my/web/guest/-/malaysia-
acknowledgesbreakthrough-in.... Malaysia acceded to the Genocide
Convention on 20 December 1994. 25 Neville Gertze, Ambassador of
Namibia to the United Nations, Ministry of International Relations and
CooperationNamibia, Facebook (25 October 2023),
https://fb.watch/oTgjaUXQdO/. The Republic of Namibia acceded to the
Genocide Convention on the 28 November 1994. 26 Naveed Butt,
“Pakistan terms Gaza siege genocide of Palestinians”, Business Recorder
(16 October 2023), https://www.brecorder.com/news/40268277. The
Islamic Republic of Pakistan signed the Genocide Convention on 11
December 1948 and acceded to the Convention on 12 October 1957. 27
UN, Meetings Coverage and Press Releases, Seventy-Eighth Session 24th
and 25th Meetings, GA/SHC/4385, Third Committee Spotlights Human
Rights Abuses in Conflicts, Stressing Need to End Terrorist Attacks,
Genocide, lllegal Hostage-Taking, Enforced Displacement (17 October
2023), https://press.un.org/en/2023/gashc4385.doc.htm. The Syrian
.Arab Republic acceded to the Genocide Convention on 25 June 1955

United Nations, Meetings Coverage and Press Releases, 9451st 28
Meeting, SC/15462, Amid Increasingly Dire Humanitarian Situation in
Gaza, Secretary-General Tells Security Council Hamas Attacks Cannot

Justify Collective Punishment of Palestinian People (24 October 2023),
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15462.doc.htm. The Republic of Tunisia
acceded to the Genocide Convention on the 29 November 1956. 29
“Qatari emir: ‘This is a genocide committed by Israel’”, Al Jazeera English
(5 December 2023), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=drOuwKvDt8o.
30 “Mauritania Condemns Israeli Heinous Crimes in Gaza”, Agence
Mauritanienne d’Information (18 October 2023),
https://ami.mr/en/archives/11732. 31 UN Meetings Coverage, 9498th



Meeting, SC/15518 (8 December 2023),
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15518.doc.htm (emphasis added). 32
The Gambia v. Myanmar, Provisional Measures, Order of 23 January
2020, p. 17, para. 41. 33 South Africa, Department of International
Relations and Cooperation (‘DIRCO’), South Africa calls for the
International community to hold Israel accountable for breaches of
International Law (30 October 2023),
https://www.dirco.gov.za/southafrica-calls-for-the-international-
commun.... 34 South Africa, DIRCO, Ministerial Statement on the
Ongoing Israeli-Palestinian Conflict by Dr GNM Pandor, Minister for
International Relations and Cooperation, in the National Assembly
House of Parliament (7 November 2023)
https://www.dirco.gov.za/ministerial-statement-on-the-ongoing-israeli-

..p

South Africa, DIRCO, DIRCO démarches the Ambassador of the State 35
of Israel (10 November 2023) https://www.dirco.gov.za/dirco-
demarches-the-ambassador-of-the-state-of.... 36 South Africa, The
Presidency, President Ramaphosa Meets with the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies (13 November 2023),
https://www.thepresidency.gov.za/president-ramaphosa-meets-south-
africa.... 37 Kate Bartlett, “South Africa Refers Israel to The Hague Over
Gaza ‘War Crimes’”, VOA News (17 November 2023)
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-africa-refers-israel-to-the-hague-
over-.... 38 South Africa, Embassy in the Netherlands, Letter from the
South African Embassy in the Netherlands to the Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court (17 November 2023), https://www.icc-
cpi.int/sites/default/files/2023-11/ICC-ReferralPalesti.... 39 South Africa,
the Presidency, Opening remarks by President Cyril Ramaphosa to the
Extraordinary Joint Meeting of BRICS Leaders and Leaders of invited
BRICS members on the situation in the Middle East (21 November 2023),
https://www.thepresidency.gov.za/opening-remarks-president-cyril-
....ramaph

UN News, UN General Assembly votes by large majority for 40
immediate humanitarian ceasefire during emergency session (video of
the session at 1:13:37) (12 December 2023)
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/12/1144717. 41 South Africa,
DIRCO, Note Verbale (21 December 2023). 42 “Jordan says Israel aims to
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